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'To the Right H Honourable 


Sir Robert Walpole, 


| Chanel 0 the baun, Oe. 


SIR, 


Doubt not ber the World 
will accuſe me of the high- 
eſt Preſumption, for inſcrib- 
—— ing chis Trifle co your great 
3 and making you a kind of 
Party in private Controverſies ; but 
they will be more ſurprized, 4 5 1 
0 Wel, that the Subject of it may 
„ claim 
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1 Ver. I — cheir Se rize will __ 
as ſoon as they conſider, that you 

| have always made the Commonwealth ' 
of Learning your Second Care, and 
'8 that as many of thoſe important Hours 
| of your Life, as could be ſpared from 
ll the Service of your King and Country, 
| have ſtill been employed in the Search 

after Men of Merit and Learning ; 

To whom then ſhould the Aſſertors 
--0f injured Merit fly for Protection, 
but to its common Patron and Bene- 


factor ? R 4 
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. with the hi gbeſl beer, that 8 
all the learned Seele of this King- 
| Ga have of late Years. ENS, 
_— hat now ho. other Arts are neceſſary 
. me them for the moſt diſtin- 
onoUrs both in Church and 

1 - «2 bent des Learning and Probity; 
| and that chat Modeſty which is elend 
to Merit, is no logger a Bar to their 
=. Preterment, 


es 
i 95 


| DEDICATION 
IpPreferment, but the moſt engaging 
* Credentials to a Britiſh Court. Now ] 
they ſee thoſe great Genius's that have 
been ſelected from among them, and 
produced to the World by a Somers, 
a Hallifax, or a Godolphin, placed 
by you round the Throne of a moſt 
gracious Monarch, and there flouriſh- 
ing under the Royal Sun-ſhine. Mi- 
niſters thus gloriouſſy employed in the 
Advancement of Merit, may be com- 
"pared to thoſe! bleſſed guardian Spi- 
rits, who are continually buſying them- 
ſelves in the Protection of righteous 
Men, in inſpiring them with pure 
Thoughts of Love and Duty, and 
at laſt in wafting them to thoſe eternal 
Manſions prepared for them by the 
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ZBut ſince I juſt now mentioned 
thoſe three illuſtrious Patriots, it would 
be unpardonable not to take Notice 

olf one highly injured of late, wo 

_ * was. theirs, and (a few envious Men 

eexcepted) this whole Nation's Dasl- 

„ 1 ing, 
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ing, I mean the 1 ingenious Mr. Addiſon 


his Writings 
n Motive to undertake chis Work. 


thoſe -pol itical Re 
I have preſumed (after > rp; 


-2ment)-:to defend our preſent happy 


\ 


DEDICATION. 


{In whoſe Praiſe it will be ſufficient 
3 ſay, chat by his Writings he de- 
ſerved ſo highly of the illuſtrious 
Houſe of Hanover, :that tho he re- 


eeived the moſt uncommon Marks 


: of their Royal Favour, they maſt 


ſor ever remain indebted co him. 
Aſter what has been here ſaid. of this 
„great Man, I ſhall not be aſhamed 


to confeſs to > you „ that to -vindica 
om ſome late unju 
and bs Cavils, was my firſt 


But, Sir, . is * * = 

RF his Work, (which calls for the es | 
-artfyl Apology, and for which 
would be the higheſt Vanity in me 14 

hope for your Approbation ; z I mean | 

lections, in which 
ablick 
Parlias 


Repreſentation of a Britiſh 


Adminiſtration, from the unjuſt Aſper 


-- 3 our r infamous ite, For 1 


DFAEDTEAT FORM 
it may be thought a kind of 'Inſo- 
lence in a private Subject, either to 

juſtify or condemn the Conduct of 

2 43 2 which has received the Ap- 

Ii probation of the wiſeſt Monarch, and 

I deen proclaimed Honourable by the 

3 oublick v. dice of a Nation: Vet, Sir; 

when we hear thoſe very Actions pubs 

3 lickly aſperſed by a few infamous 

Scriblers, made the Jeſt of thought- 

| leſs Mechanicks, and the Support of 

every petty Coffee-houſe; when we 
behold an * Examiner revived and 

- encouraged, how is it poſtible to re- 

train an honeſt, tho unartful Zeal, 
from breaking out into the warmeſt 
Reſentment, and endeavouring to re- 
concile Men to their own Happineſs ? 


2 0 — SENS. 


For my own Part, I here publickly 
rofeſs to you, that tho tis Piece 
ſhould not have the Fortune to receive 
your Approbation, yet I have con- 
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ceived 


. DEDIEATTON 
ceived ſo juſt an Indignation at the 
mean Attempts of ſome of our pre- 
ſent Party- writers, that I ſhall never 
be able to forbear endeavouring to ex- 


poſe their injurious Treatment of the 


Miniſtry: In ſhort, That while a 
Walpole is labouring to raiſe oO ; 
Nation to the higheſt Pitch of Wealth 
and Grandeur, it may not be in the ] 
Power of every ſtarving Journaliſt 
to render thoſe glorious Labours uſe- 
lefs. I am, 8 
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„„ moſt devoted, and 15 
moſt obedient Servant. 
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Taſte and Writings 


0 F THE 


Panoent Trans, oe. 


72 9 7 obe the Publick will 
ride ſurpriz d at my entering fo late 
Ba into this Paper-Wat, when the 


99 - 


Heat of the Battle is ſo far over, 
that I may ſeem either to have ſhun'd the 
Engagement through Fear, or to revive it 
now through Ill- nature. But when they 
conſider how impoſſible it is for a Man in a 
Paſſion to forbear calling Names, and what 
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| hatientable Inſtances We have ics Eh of | 
that Nature, they will, I hope, confeſs that 


it would have been Aſtoult, i in the Begin- 

ning of this Controverſy, to preſerve that 
Impartiality ; by which I intend to diſtin- 
guiſh this on other Party-Writings. In- 


_ deed moſt of the Remarks which have yet 


— . upon this Miſcellany, diſcover ſuch 


y Paſſion and unfortunate Scurrility, 
that e, have undeſignedly gi ven it the 


only Advantage and Julification it Was ca- 


ble of receiving, viz. being anſwer'd in 


its own Way. Some have ranſack' d the Au- 
thor's whole Works in ſearch after a wrong 


Quantity, or falſe Spelling. I fancy it would 


have been a diverting Sight to have over- 
look d one of thoſe turning over, in a me- 


lancholy and deſpairing Manner, whole 
Pages crouded with Beauties, and then 


again recovering from the F right, and hug- 
- himfelf at the Sight of ſome poor 


ſtraggling Letter, or Comma miſplac'd. 


Others, inſtead of the Writings, have ſatisfy d 


themſelves with criticizing upon the Perſon 


of the Author, and have ſu —. the Want 


py . 

of a lame V e by the adi» | 
$ 

3 
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ſtorted Limb or Feature. on >. ſhots, they 
have all conſpir'd to heap fuch an additional 
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dw b | Hamer goed fore TY a 
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TCoad of Seandal upon Him, as I am r F 
| * jon newer be able to bear : 10 0 
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Vet how dial and ſevere ſoever the 


4 Print thoſe two Gentlemen have lately 


receiy'd, may ſeem, I fear their Behavi- 
our of? late Years has been ſuch as will 
ſcarce deſerve even the Pity of u nderftand- : 


ing Men. The Publick - might, perhaps, 


have forgiven Mr. Pope's patching up a 'Tran- 


lation from different Hands, which he him- 
ſelf had promis'd them, or bartering an im- 


perfect Edition of Shakeſpear for lentiful 


Subſcriptions (and ſome other Difappoint- 


ments of that Nature); this they would have 
patiently ſuffered, and thought their Pardon 
due to that great Genius, which once gave 
them the [had : But when, inſtead of clear- 
the Way to Fame, he maliciouſly bu- 


ing 

ficth himſelf in ſpurning back , ORE 
| When being grown too fond to rule alone, 

Bears like the Turk, 0 Brother near the 
e 


in | libelling LR 3 Body of the moſs; per- 


feet N of the Nation; might it not be 
well expected: that they would have. ſo little 
Command of their Paſſion, as as to return him 


e own dun? 2 


[4] 


He who gives himſelf the Trouble to 
cruſh indifferent Writings, which are in no 
Danger of becoming Patterns of Imitation, 
undertakes an unneceflary invidious Task, 
and muſt certainly enjoy a ſtrange Redun- 
dancy of Spleen. Every prudent Man wil! 
: ker ſuffer ſuch Weeds to die away of them- 
ſelves, than foil himſelf in plucking them up. 
And I think it is a pretty Thought which 
| Dr. Young has of ſuch kind of Authors, 
| == Frere he ays, they are 


But Bubb es on the rapid 8 of Time, 
| That riſe and fall, that ſwell and are no wore, 
Borg and forgot ten Thouſand in an Hour. 
Sa t. 2. 


But if a ſevere Treatment of indifferent 
Authors be ſuch an invidious Employment, 
how odlous muſt he appear in the Eyes of 
Men, who makes a general undiſtinguiſh'd 
Attack upon the whole Body of Writers, 
4 and, like the Tyrant of old, Wildes to diſ- 
1 parch a whole N ation by one Stroke £2500 
This i is juſt the Caſe of Mr. Pope. The 
poor Gentleman had long found himſelf up- 
= a he Decline, "us * — him, — 
FM Cr 
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Credit and Reputation ſinking; i in ſhort, he 
was juſt ſetting in the Poetical Hemi- 
ſphere, when he reſolves to make one laſt 
Puſh for all, and vainly endeavours to evade 
his Fall by levelling others with himſelf 
Methinks this is repeating the celebrated 
Barbarity of Herod, who fearing leſt he 
ſhou'd want Mourners at his F uneral, or- 
der'd ſeveral Thouſands of his good Sub- 
jects to be. enctos'd in the Theatre, and | 
there burcher'd at his Death, to improve 
the pious Sorrows of the reſt of bis Fm! 

dom. | y 


Indeed, nat only Mr. Dope, but the whole 
| Company ſeems of late Years to have ſhame- 
fully lagg'd in the Race of Fame, and have 
endeavoured, by I know not what kind of 
Jockey-Play, to deter all others from any fur- 
ther Purſuit. Hence ariſe thoſe innumerable 
Swarms of Jeſts, Lampoons, &c. which they 
have diſpers'dover the Face of the whole Na- 
tion, and have been the perpetual Scourge of 
thoſe, who have had the Inſolence to attempt 
any thing ſerious or uſeful without their 
Leave. — By ſuch Pieces of Ridicule they 
have almoſt erected themſelves into Judges; 
ſo that the young Adventurer in Fame is 
oblig'd to take out his Paſsport from them, 
or he runs the Riſque of being whipp'd by 
every petty Scribler.———But of all thoſe 
A that FI in any Age or Nation, 
b made 


| [6 1 . 
A made 8 dreadful by any of the va- 
rious Parts of Ridicule, there was perhaps 
never one that equall'd in Power our moſt 
facetious Countryman Dr. Swift, For by 
this one ſingle Talent he has reign'd abſo- 
Jute in the witty World for upwards of 30 
| Years He has open'd a Vein of Humenr, 
which in the moſt humorous Nation of the 
World was never heard of before. And of 
all the mirthful Men I ever read of, 1 think 
that inimitable Character of Biron in 
Shakeſpear is more epplicable to none than 


the Doctor; 


His Eye begets Occaſion for Wit ; 

For every Object that the one doth catch, 
The ather turns to a mirth-moving Jeſt ; 
Which his fair T ongue (Conceit”s Expoſitor ) 
Delivers in ſuch apt, and gracions Words,” 
That aged Tears play traant to his Tales, 

And Jounger Hearings are quite raviſhed. 

| Love's Labour of 
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But it 155 ban the Doctor's Misfortune 
(as it is of moſt abſolute Sovereigns) to 


make an ill Uſe of his Power over us. — 


"Tis the Temper of the Britiſh Nation to 


be always moſt pleaſed with thoſe political 


Writers, who labout to convince them that 


they are an unhappy People, and to put 
them out of Humour with the preſent 


Scheme of Government. This Caprice 
ſprings from a kind of Wantonneſs in Pro- 
ſperity, and is always moſt diſcoyered under 
a happy Adminiſtration. Yet how violent 


ſoever this Temper may be, we never ſuf- 


fer any but our own Countrymen to ſpeak 


of us to our Diſadvantage ; like ſome ſurly 
Fathers, who engroſs to themfelves the 
ſole privilege of abuſing their own Chil- 


dren. This Secret in our Temper the 
Doctor perfectly underſtands, and has ac- 


cordingly made an excellent Uſe of it. 


For by a continual Succeſſion of ludicrous 
Pamphlets, containing ſometimes ſly Inſinu- 
ations of Miſmanagement, and at other 


times bold Jokes upon the Miniſtry, he 


has been the moſt popular Author, or (to 
uſe his Friend Mr. As Encomium upon 
him) has made the greateſi Noiſe of any 


4 Writer in this Age. By his peculiar Skill 


in libelling, he was able to make the ex- 
perteſt General upon Earth, as ridiculous 


KK ! $87 tick. Hero of them all ; and w. 


(8 1 
a Story about a Cock and a Bull, turned 4 
War, which makes the moſt ſhining Figure. 
in the Britiſh Annals, into as ertant a Farce 
as ever was acted at Bartholomew's. Thus he 
is a kind of Midas reverſed, and, by I know 
not what Magick, whatſoever he touches 
immediately turns to Droſs : Thus a reli- 
ious * Prelate, weeping over the Iniqui- 
ties of a degenerate Age, comes out from 
the Doctor's Hands a pitiful whining Grub= | 
ſtreet Scribler: I hus he formerly proved 
the Duke of Marlborough to be no Gene- 
ral; and thus he now . a W- femme | 


1 . not whether or no my y Appre- . 
"ae Jang are vain, but I fear the Doctor 
has of late begun to degenerate, . and to 
loſe that happy Scurrility, of which he 
was formerly Maſter. I am afraid he has 
at laſt unfortunately fallen into Mr. Mift's 
Hands, and now joins Forces with him, 
and ſome other unfortunate pillory'd Patri- 

ots. I don't pretend to determine any 
thing certainly of this melancholy Affair; 
J only ſuſpect it from the mutual Aſſiſtance 
and Encomiums which my have Oy 
jen to * o. 


4 * of St, e. . m_ Pref. to o John 
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rural Pedagogue that ever taught Lilly. 
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banner E ert hiſtorical Account 4 
Que two modern Hectors, it is now Time 
to take a particular View of the Miſcellany, 
which is the propoſed Subject of this 
Treatiſe. But here I muſt premiſe, that 
in doing this, I do not intend to follow the 


| Example of ſome late Controverſial Writers, 
who think themſelves obliged to take their 


Adverſaries Sentiments, and abuſe them by 
Lump, but am reſolved to grant them 


Whatever Beauties they can with Juſtice 


claim. Therefore I here allow them, that 
the Scheme of the Eſſay upon the Bat hos, 


is very ingeniouſly calculated for a com- 


prehenſive Libel, and that a happy and 


uncommon Vein of Scurrility runs through 


every Part of it: I am likewiſe very well 
fatisfted with the Accuracy and Eabour uſed 
in the Collection made from our  Britifh 
Homer of the Bathos, (ag they call him) 
and ſome other his Imitators, and queſtion 
whether it can be improved by the exacteſt 


Yet whatever Value 1 may have for thoſe 


| | more finiſhed Parts of the Eſſay, I hope they 


will not ſway me to any Partiality towards 
the ſeveral unjuſt and ill-natur'd Criticiſms 
interſperſed through that Compoſition. Of 
ſuch I think thoſe upon ſome Parts of Mr. 


| Addiſon's Works to deſerve our chief No- 
| ice. - For in theſe they haye uſed a very 


* un war- 


Lk 10 J 

unwarrantable Method of examining the 
Merit of an Author. . Inſtead of fairly 
quoting the Author's 'Thoughts in full, they 
have raked together a Parcel of ſtraggling | 
Lines, which being diſperſed at a Diſtance 
through a Poem, tho' they have 7 F 
extraordinary in themſelves, may give a 
very agreeable Shade to the more glaring | 
Parts of it. This kind of Criticiſm is : 
as: if a Painter, in drawing the Comple 4 
of ſome. celebrated Beauty, ſhould only 
give us a confuſed Collection of Moles. and 
other Parts of the Face, which being diſ- 
poſed in proper Parts are its greateſt Orna- 
ments. I only leave it to any impartial 
Reader of the Campaign to judge, whether 
or no thoſe. Lines, which are collected out 
of that immortal Poem, in pag. 58. of this 
Eſſay, are not ver y money in 208 


Wee ) 283 n 


But Mr. Addi on batt? in I KR. Places, | 
belides this of the. Campaign, ſuffered, if 
poſſible, a more barbarous I reatment. The 


ſion of, his Epiſtle to Mr. Henry Sacheverel, | 
| where he intimates a Deſign he then had | 
of going into n Orders. The Words 
re theſe: . 


Erſt * the Paſſages I mean, is the Conelu- 
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3 I have done at length, and nom, dear Friend, 
| [receives 


The laſt poor Preſent that my Maſe can give. 
f I leave the Arts of Poetry and Verſe 
To them that pradtiſ them with more Succeſs : 
] Of greater Traths I now prepare to tell, 
And ſo, at once, both Friend and Muſe, farewel. 
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Theſe they cenſure as low and mean, and 
place the Author of them in the Circum- 
ſtance of that honeſt Citizen, who had made 

' Proſe all his Life without knowing it. I 
wonder what theſe nice Gentlemen would 
be at here ! Can any thing in the World be 
more eaſy and agreeable than this, if we 
conſider every Circumſtance of it? But, 
alas ! the Times are alter'd fince Mr. Adi b= 
ſon lived in the World : In thoſe Days it 
was thought moſt agreeable to Nature, for 
two Friends, in their familiar Letters, to 
uſe an eaſy unaffected Expreſſion, free 
from all Tinſel Phraſes, and as naked as 
their Souls themſelves. If this ſhort Sen- 
timent were to be expreſſed in theſe our 
Days, in which we are ſo generally given 
Fo elevate and ſurprize, and all that, as 
* . has it, we ſhould ſee far finer 
C 2 Work 


id yu 


wh 


Work made of it ; and uſed like one of 
thoſe which my Lord Regan Joya, being 


Drawn to French Tire would 7 through whol 
Pages frine. 


| TT wiſh Mr. Pope Fee take upon "uk 

the Improvement of it; I fancy it would 
then make juſt ſuch a Fi igure as thoſe inimi- 
table Pieces of Fineſſe in his Odyſſey ; ſuch 
as this „ of the 1 of A Door, 


The Door reclor'd; 
| The Bots 3 to the (i Ilten C at 

To the ſtrong Staple's E Depth 8 
Secur d the Rh.. 

Or this; ene inſtead, of f telling us in 


2 intelligible Engliſh, that Penelope 
heard the Mirth of the Suitors 3 to Son tanned 


tit forſooth, he ſays; 


The ſeriling Airs the vaulted Roof rebounds, 
R ae to the Queen the f Iver S ound. 


4 The REN paſſag e which is quoted: in 
the Eſſay, is Part of a Tranſlation of the 


34 Ods in the 3d Book of Horace, This 
5 . too 


TW OY he . 
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c too he ranges under the low and familiar | 


Claſs ; and indeed takes the moſt effectual 


Method to convince the Reader, by tranſ- 


poſing the Lines, and entirely 8 the 
Connection of them. The beſt Way there 
fore that I can take to ſhew the Lojaſttcs 


of this Criticiſm, 1s, to place the whole 
| Stanza in its natural Order and Situation; 4 
which is this: 5 


Sboa'd the whole Frame of Nature round We - 


[break, 
In Ruin and Confuſion zurbd, 


He untoncern 'd wou'd hear the mighty Crack, © 


And ſtand anmov'd amidſt a falling World. 


The Ein Nas it thus : 2 


| Showd the whole Frame of Nature. 3 bis . 


Une 
He ee 1 . the mig bry Crack, 


With what admirable Ingenuity has he 


here reduced one of the nobleſt Sentiments 
expreſſed in the moſt elegant Turn of 


Verſe that ever was read ! 'This 1s playing 


à kind of Legerdemain with the Under- 
| Randing of the Reader, and far * 


L 40 
all the ſurprizing Dexterities by Sleight of 


Hand, Oc. performed by the ingenious 
Mr. Fawkes. | 


It were an endleſs Task to enumerate the 
many little Aſperſions which this Eſſayiſt has 
caſt upon all forts of Writers. I hope, thoſe 
which have been recounted upon Mr. Addiſon 
are ſufficient to raiſe the Indignation of every 
true Patron of good Senſe and good Man- 
ners; againſt the laſt of which our Author 
has committed innumerable Offences. 


It is indeed wonderful that Mr. Pope c 

be poſſeſs d with ſo much Spleen, as — 
quarrel with an Age which has produc d the 
moſt candid and indulgent Criticks upon his 
own Works, that his higheſt Vanity could 
have wiſh'd for: A * Critick who has even 
invented new Names of Criticiſm to praiſe 
him, and diſcover'd Beauties which have 
eſca p'd the Obſervation of every Ari Hotlk, 

from the firſt Dawn of Poetry down to this 
Day. I think this ingenious Gentleman fully 
deſerves the univerſal Thanks of the Com- 
mon- wealth of Learning, for daring to ap- 
wo” fo ſingular, as to revive in AS: _w— 
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ing 


11 


ing Days that generous Strain ab Criticiſm 
witeh: runs thro all Mir, Addiſon's Works. "3 


But Mr. Pope.i is now ſo. diametrically op- | 
poſite to what this Gentleman lately drew 
him, that one wou'd imagine (if he be not 
entirely ſteel d) he muſt bluſh at the Sight 
of this Eulogium, and take it for a N 
Satire Upon his 3 Behaviour. 


of all the Pl ain Arguments 308 
concur to prove that Wit is at a lo- Ebb 
among us at preſent, I think there is none 
more convincing than the notorious Vein 
of Scandal which runs - thro' all our late 
Pamphlets. Tis the vain Temper of moſt 
Men to ridicule whatever Good they them- 
ſelves are incapable of. T hus they, who 
deſpair of ever equalling Mr. Addiſon, immedi- 
ately apply themſelves to abuſe him; and as 
it was his peculiar Study to raiſe this Nation | 

in his Time, to the higheſt Pitch of Polite- 
neſs, fo I am afraid our Wits will have no 
| Employment i in theſe Days, but to depreſs 
him, and to reſcue us from the inſupporta- 55 
ble Tyranny of his Writings, which are al- 
moſt in Danger of making us a great and re- 
ligious People. Thus, perhaps, it may 
prove a great Misfortune to the preſent 
Times, that he, and Sir Richard Steele, and 
ſome other ingenious Gentlemen, carried the 

| "OY Branches of polite Learning, ſuch as 
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Pinintits, Political, Sc. to ſo high a Per- 
fection, as has left them incapable of reoeiv- 
ing further Improvement from our moſt cele- 
brated Wits. For 1 take that to be the true 
Reaſon of their applying themſelves ſo uni- 
verſally to thoſe ing a and ridiculous Com- 
poſitions, Which have continually peſter'd 
the Publick for theſe ſix Months Paſt. 


Hence all thoſe numerous Swarms of Mock- i 


Epicks, Mock-Operas, mock every Thing, 
which have, like fo many Loouſts, roſe 
and” oyerſpread the whole Face or che 
Land of Learning, and have ſo entirely 
deſtroy'd all its more generous and noble 
Productions. I have lately heard of an 
Evil of a vet uncommon Nature, Which 
I Hhould be ſorry to attribute to the face- 


tious Works of our falkic 


vet 1 am ſadly afraid hey will he fora thy 
l . 
in almoſt | every Patt ef the Nation, cbm 
Plain, that their Farmers, Who had -been 


all along thought to de cf 4 ſober Life 


and Converſation, | have been umyerſ 
ſeized by a ſtrange Frenzy ever ſince the laſt 


Winter, Which h. has put as many as were 


able to purchaſe a Fool's Cap and Fox 
Tail with a Silver-laced Hat, upon acting 


Plays, Farces, Opera's, Sc. to r: utter 


Depopulation of Maidenheads, and the no | 


| finall Detriment'of the enſing 2 15 
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ly half 
a4 neglected Phillis's: in the Pariſh | 
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1 heard a Story too from à Gentleman 
this merry Frenzy has poſſeſſed the Minds 
of Men of all Ranks and Conditions what- 


: 2 He told me, that having lately an 


Decaſion to uſe the Diſcipline of the Cane 
upon his Servant for ſome Neglect of Duty; 
the Fellow ſurprized him by twiſting his 


Body into a very piteous theatrical Air, and 
at laſt breaking 


out into a * doleful 7yburn 
to move his e 2 05 a one 
as: s would e e l 


1 
3 


r 


15 


| that the: Rogiie affedts 'a great mem ares. 


in 28: nouns, enen acc 


ng . for him, beſides two 


ing Polys in his) own Fanlly, fairs to 
win him from each other, * making him 


ſtolen Preſents of Wines and Sweetmeats, 


and by all the little Arts which uſually 


engear- Perſons! of: Weir Condi: th 0s 
another, and which ate generally: 8 8 
at — > Expenco« or hers DONT: 5 700 


* The Beggars Opera, 4 


F * 
9 2 * 
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1 could not help Gniling « a. young 
Student the other Day, Who has this Mis 
fortune to know no other Rules of criti- 
ciſing upon a Dramatick Performance, be- 
ſides thoſe: old muſty ones laid down by 
Ariſtotie, Horace, &c. which are now grown 
entirely obfölgte. He had been juſt read- 
ing the Beggars Opera, when, with an in- | 
nocent Amazement in his Looks, he comes 
to me, and asks me, How it was poſſible 
for ſo unnatural a Piece ever to meet with 
ſuch uncommon Encouragement, in 2 
try in which ſo many Thouſands at this 
Day pretend to common Senſe ? Nothing 
ſure could have made this young Gentle- 
man fo ſingular in his ent, but a 
total of thoſe admirable Improve- 
ments which the immortal Rich has made 
upon the Drama, and the inexpreſſible 
midnight Charms of the inchanting Poë⁹½ f 
Deachum. How muſt the! poor ignorant 
Creature have bluſhed, had he blundered 
out ſuch a Notion amidſt a Circle of more 
polite Tupees? What Sneering, what ele- 
Sant Raillery would there have been upon 
Hur Poor Scholar? Each Man would have 
| ſwore he read Geck and Latin in every 
Feature of his Face, and that he ſaw the 
Trammels of a Scholaſtick Gown ſtill dang- 
** about his Fe cet. ; 


But 
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x) „„ A 
But to be — 701 can t tielp thinking 
— tis ſtrange this Performance ſhould, 
aſter the publick Taſte had been ſo long 
refining by thoſe excellent daily Papers, 
ſuch as the SpeBator, Tatler, Se. be able 
to inchant a whole Nation ſo long, tho” it 
were aſſiſted by the midnight: Charmer of 
Drum Lane, Lineobi's-Iin-Fi elds, and the 
 Hay- Market, all combined together, © 1;S a 
Writer had an Inclination to quartel with 
the preſent Age, he could not write a more 
ſevere Satire upon it, than tranſmitting the 
Beggars Opera (if it were by any means 
poſſible) down to Poſterity with this plain 
Advertiſement, viz. That in the firſt Year 
of the Reign of King George II. vchen all 
the Works of Shakeſpear, Ben Fobnſon, 
Fletcher, and Steele were acted with the 
niceſt Judgment, and while a 2 Was 
yet a living Spectator, this became 
the moſt faſhionable Entertainment of the 
whole Says and had 4 ours of Nr 
i £2 & = 
- 0 Har aving e Ou OA eas 
- Repreſentations, I find-it; impoſſible to for- 
bear giving a ſhort Account of the pre- 
ſent State of our two rival Theatres, how 
invidious ſoever ſuch a Work may prove. 
This Inclination is very much heightened 
| bythe Sight of chat hie, Libel high 


_— * 


D 2 


= r 20 ] 

the Authors of the Miſcellanies haye . 

nexed to their Eſſay upon the Batbos. 

gainſt which nothing, I believe, will — 
effectually raiſe my Reader's Indignation, 

than an exact Repetition of the Author's 

8 Words; which are thus: — * It 


be thought that we ſhould not 


p wholly omit the Drama, which makes 
« fo great and ſo lucrative a Part of Poetry. 
£ But this Province is ſo well taken Care 
ef by the - preſent Managers of the 
4 Theatre, that A is perfectly needleſs. to 
«ſuggeſt to them any other Method than 
they have already practiſed for the Ad- 
1 vancement of the Bathos. 


. 3 therefore, i in the-Name of all « our 
« Brethren, let me return our fincere and 
4 bundle Thanks to the moſt auguſt Mr. 
% B=-#=-1 Booth, the moſt ſerene Mr. 
4 William Wilks, and the moſt undaunted 
* Colley Cidber ; of whom let it be known 
„hen the People of this Age ſhall be An- 
{ 2 and to all the Succeſſion of our 
ce cefſors, that to this preſent Day they 
continue to owtdo' their own .Qutdoings ; 
tt and when the inevitable Hand of Sweep- 
-& ing Time ſhall have bruſh'd off all the 
„ Works of To-day, 2 this Teſtimony of 
4 contemporary Critick to their Fame, be 

„ extended as far as Zo-morrow!*” — Not to 
4 Ive here We 1 — | 


and 


4 


2 P 44 


Fw] z 
and this ſcandalous Treatment of three o 
© the beſt Actors in Europe, how ſuperlative- 

ly flat and ftupid are thoſe Epithets, off 
— moſ# Serene, and moſt Undaunted 7! 
One wou'd almoſt ſuſpe& from the poor 
impotent Railing in this Piece, that the Eſ- 
fayiſt had lifted himſelf among thoſe petty 
Scriblers, who are hir'd to make a weekly 

Cry againſt the Theatre, and making Con- 
verts in Conjunction with Mr. * * and 
his Brethren. | 


CE eee eee, _ 


ill has * 1 obſerv'd, that whan 
there: are two Houſes, they do not Ott. 
vie each other by. ſuch Repreſentations 
as tend to the Inſtruction and Ornament of 
Life, but by introducing mimical Dances, 
and 1 Buffoonries. The Tatler com- 
plains that this was the Caſe in his 
and deſcribes the ill Effects of it 10 judici- 
ouſly, and ſo agreeably to the preſent State 
of Affairs, that I ſhall tranſcribe the whole 
e car as it ſands in wow 2. No. = 


Wen an n "Trax a, ſays he 
is to be acted in one Houfe the Ladder: 
dancer carrieth the whole Town to the 
Other : and indeed ſuch an Evil as this, 
muſt be the natural Conſequence of two 
Theatres, as certainly as there are more 
who can ſee than can think. Every one 
is W of the. Danger of the F _ on 
92 the 


C 22 3 
the Ladder, and can ſee his Adi vity. in 
coming down ſafe ; but very few are Judges 
of the Diſtreſs of the Hero in a Play, 
or of his manner of Rehaviour:; in r 
Crcumſtances. Le 


Thus, to pleaſe the People, two Houſes | 
muſt entertain them with what they can 
underſtand, and not with Things which 

= delign'd to improve their Underſtand- 
E And the readieſt Way to gain good 
Audiences, muſt be to offer ſuch Things 
as are moſt reliſn' d by the Crowd; that 
4s to ay, immodeſt Action, empty Show, 
or im t Activity. In ſhort, two Houſes 
cannot ſubſiſt but by Means which are 
contradictory to the very Inſtitution of a 
Theatre in a well-govern'd Kingdom. 
As high as this Notion: may ſeem to be 
 carry'd, yet, I believe, whoever reads this 
with a View to our preſent theatrical Re- 
preſentations, will be fully convincd of 
the Truth of it. Elſe, how cou'd it be 
poſſible that the whole. Town ſhou'd run 
a whole Winter after one ſlight Perfor- 
mance, and leave thoſe poor miſtaken 
Gentlemen (Who had thought it no Derv= 
gation to their Merit, to neglect the faſhion- 
able Accompliſhments of Singing, cutting 
Capers, c.) to chuſe whether they would 
ſeod upon the Conſcience of their virtuons 


* to reform their Countrymen in 
1 „ 
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tel 
bare Walls, or outvie their Rivals by me- 
tamorphiſing themſelves into enn 


Nn and flying Dingons 8 % 253k * 


_ 
Whatever the fond. Prejudiork abs our eld 
Men wou d ſuggeſt in Fayour of the Actors 
of the laſt — who flourifh'd'in the hap- 
Days of their Youth, I. can't. help 
thinking that we are entertain d at preſent 
with as: Tine: © bet 09 n Bri- 


0 be: ee of the Truth of ls 
we need only take a View of its moſt 
ſhining Ornaments ; of W I. thall here 
Ju draw the Outlines: *Þ 5 


Methinks tis ing that any Author, 
who has occaſion to en pub) of Mr. 
Wilks; ſhou'd be able to find any Thing 
to lay to his Charge, except it be that he 
has been ſo long the Subject of Panegy- 
rick to the politeſt Writers in our Na- 
tion, that it is almoſt fn t to 1 

1 0 neu in 170 Praiſe. 8 (14971; 
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He has for W . prin- 

1 — Support of the Theatre, yet ſtill ad- 
vances as in Years ſo in the Admiration 
of his Countrymen. And tho' he has now 
enter d into that Part of Life, in which we 


; are 3 dead to * the agrecable Sen- 
1 | ſations 


* 


fations which Wit nd $M once + dive: us; 

and in which we are entirely deſerted by 
the Graces of a youthful — yet by 
I know not ha magical Art he is till 
equal to the gayeſt Pictures of +, Youth, 
that have ever been drawn: by the warm- 

eſt Imaginations of our ' beſt Poets. Who, 
that ſees him bowing and labouring under 
the common Offices of Life, wou'd be per- 


ſuaded to believe, that he can in the Mo- 


ment that he treads the Stage, aſſume the 
Hero, the Lover, or any — Character 
which makes Men lovely in the Eyes of 
their fellow Creatures, and act them with 
as much Vivacity, as they have ever mem 
diſcharg'd with in real Life? 


How many Thouſands of the Vouth of this 
Nation have learnt from Wilks to beſcech 
_ gracefully, to approach reſpectfully, to pi- 

ty, to mourn, and to love; in ſhort, to do 
every thing that contributes to engraft the 
fine Gentleman upon the Chriſtian, or (to uſe 
the Expreſſion of an ingenious Author) 
makes them go to Heaven with a good 
Grace ! I know not whether or no I am 
fondly prejudic d in his Fayour ; but I have 
often thought that we owe many of the Patri- 
ots and Heroes which have roſe ſo numerous 
in the late Reigns, to the beautiful Lights 
in which he ſhews thoſe Characters upon 
che —_— and can't "my looking Ham 

un, 


1 - 
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Him, and the Duke of Marhberovgh, as joint 
Aﬀertors of the Liberties of Europe — _ 
Such an Actor as this, is of the ſame Uſe 
to his Countrymen, that the old Statue 
which is ſhewn at Rome, and is called Mi- 
chael Angelo's School, has been to the moſt 
celebrated Statuaries and Painters of that 
Country ; who are all reported to haye 
ſtollen their greateſt Excellencies from it. 


Mr. Cibber has, by his Office of Cenſor, 
been ſo much expos'd to the Ridicule of 
our late Pamphleteers, that it is, I fear, 
unpopular to ſpeak any thing favourable 
of him. Yet notwithſtanding all the Cla- 
mours which haye been rais'd againſt him, 
I can't help thinking, that if we conſider 
him in the two different Capacities of Au- 
thor and Player, he deſerves a much milder 
Treatment from the Publick, than he has ge- 
nerally met with. The Careleſs Husband, 
Sir Novelty Faſhion, and the ſurprizing Im- 
provements lately made upon a Play of 


Sir John Vanbrugh's, might, one wou'd 


imagine, make ſufficient Atonement for the 
Offences he has committed in that Sort of 

Writing. In moſt of the Dramatical Com- 
poſitions which he has given the Town, 


| he has happily adapted cach Part to the 
particular Abilities of the Actor, and ſuited 


it as exactly to the Turn of his Mind, as 


1 "TT - — 
his Cloaths are ro his Body. But what I 

take to be moſt extraordinary, is, that 
He ſhould have ſuch a perfect Knowledge 
of himſelf, as to chuſe thoſe Parts (tho? 
generally deform'd by ſome Affectation) 
which he is able ro repreſent with the 
_ exaQteſt Propriety. 


But if we change the Scene, and con- 
ſider him only as an Actor, we muſt 
pronounce him perfectly compleat. As 
Mills has a fingular Talent in repreſent- 
ing the Graces of Nature, ſo C:ibber ex- 
cels in mimicking the Deformity in the 
Affectat ion of them. He is bleſs'd with 
fuch a happy Squeak in the Tone of 
his Voice, and is ſo entirely vers'd in 
all the affected Airs and Grimaces of 


a Coxcomb, that there is ſcarce one 


- among all the various Dreſſes of Polly, 
which doth not fit him as well as the 
Owner. Thus he hics the Fondling of an 
old impotent Husband, or the' flat Civi- 
lity of a Gentleman-Uſher, as well as the 
nice and delicate Abuſe of Underſtanding 
in a tender Toupce, or the falſe Pretences 
to Gallantry in a flaſhy young Heir. In 
ſhort, he ſeems to be a kind of Knight of 
the Shire, that repreſents the whole Race 

of Foppingtons, and cures the Youth of this 
Nation of their Vanity and Aſſurance, juſt 


1 E 

as the brazen Serpent formerly did the 
Children of I/rael, by being look?d upon. 
If he be of ſuch Servic: to us in his ficti- 
tious Character upon the Stage, methinks 
we ought to forgive that Affectation 


Which ſometimes diſcovers itſelf in his 


Compoſitions, ſuch as Prefaces, Dedica- 
tions, c. ſince it may proceed from his 
acting it ſo much to the Life in the Theatre, 
for our Diverſion and Improvement. 


It was my Deſign at firſt to have drawn 
here the Characters of moſt of the Actors 
in both Theatres; but I find the Work 
begin to grow ſo upon my Hands, that 
1 muſt content myſelf with thoſe two, 


_ - and reſerve the reſt for an entire Trea- 


tiſe by itſelf. The whole Drama is at 
preſent ſo well perform'd, both in its ſe- 
rious and ridiculous Parts, that to give 
each his due Praiſe, wou'd ſwell this ſhort 
Eſſay into a much larger Size than was 
intended. To raiſe in ourſelves a juſt E- 
ſteem of their particular Excellencies, we 
need only conſider (upon Suppoſition that 
the preſent Set was gone off) whom we 
- would chuſe to ſucceed in their ſeveral 
Places, | | 


If we make this Trial, I am afraid we 
hall find ourſelves in the Circumſtances 
olf that Commonwealth, which, upon 
5 . 1 
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E 
ſame Diſguſt, roſe againſt their Leaders, 
and ſurrounded them in their Senate- 


Houſe, with a full Reſolution to put them 
immediately to the Sword : When one, 


a little cooler than the reſt, propos'd, that 
they ſhould make an Election of new Se- 


nators before they diſpatch'd the old ones: 


Upon which, tho' each propos'd his own 
Favourite Politician, yet every Candidate 


Was rejected by the general Voice; ſo 
that they were very glad in the End to 


have Recourſe to their old Senators, and 


| accordingly petition*d them to receive them 


again under their Protection. 


By this Piece of Hiſtory I am (I know 


not how) happily reminded of the laſt 
and moſt material Part of my Subject 


propos'd in the Title, viz. our late Politi- 


. cal Writings. Works of this Nature, in 


whatever Shape they appear, whether as 
folid T welvepenny or Sixpenny Pamphlets, 


allegorical weekly Eſſays, or {mart dimi- 


nutive Jokes, and ſatirical Sonnets, have 
all an incredible Influence upon Perſons 


ok all Ranks and Conditions in this Iſland 
of Politicians, I have known a whole 


Pariſh in a remote County converted by 


one ſingle Song, which had been diſpers'd: 


among them upon ſome ſuch extraordi- 


nary Emergency as the Election of a Bur- 


gets or Mayor. Thus we frequently meet 


_ 


| Lag] 
with ſtrenuous: Partiſans, who have been 
fixd in their Political Principles by ſome 
ſmart Joke, which, when any Diſpute 
happens to riſe upon State Affairs, they 
always take Care to introduce, perhaps 
to the no ſmall Confuſion of their Adver- 
| faries. And here I can't help obſerving, 


that this ſhort Method of diſputing is 


very often made Uſe of in Religious Con- 
troverſies: Thus we often hear weell- 
direſs'd Roman Catholicks, who (like Tinſel 
in the Drummer) having not had Time to 
look into thoſe muſty Affairs themſelves, in 
Diſputes upon the Reformation, will con- 
tent themſelves with telling you (with a 
mighty pretty Sneer) that the Refor- 
mation certainly came out of King Harry's 
„ 1 


In the Beginning of his late Majeſty's 
Reign, there was an uncommon Bicker- 
ing among all Sorts of Political Writers. 
This Contention among them then was 
not only about the Choice of a Miniſtry, 
but they had often the Inſolence to reach 
to our Royal Sovereign himſelf, and to 
diſcuſs the Right of his Succeſſion to the 
Crown. We {hall not be ſurpriz'd at 
this, if we look back iato the Ergliſh 
Hiſtory, where we ſhall always find the 
firſt Monarch of a new Line receiv'd 
with Oppoſition, and reconciling to „ 
„„ N 


TI. 4 
ſelf by Degrees the Duty and Affection 
of his People. The Government is ob- 
ſerv'd, on ſuch Occaſions, to be always 
ſhaken before it ſettles. : 


But this Diſaffection not only diſco- 
ver'd itfelf at the Beginning of his Ma- 
wy” Reign in an open Rebellion, but 
iv'd long after in the ſcandalous Pam- 
phlets, and fooliſh Stories, which were 
induſtriouſly diſpers'd over the whole 
Nation. For tho' the Highland Bagpipes 
. ceas'd, and their Muſick died at Preſton, 
yet thoſe eternal Bagpipes of Sedition, 
the Journaliſts, ſtill continued to play their 
weekly Tunes to the Publick. We ſhall 
almoſt think them incredible, if we re- 
flect upon the ſtrange Stories which were 
ſet abroad to prejudice the Minds of Men 
againſt his Majeſty's Perſon and Govern- 
ment, and how readily they were ſwal- 
low'd by the mad Populage. I remem- 
ber ſince it was receiv'd as an undoubted 
Truth, in ſeveral Counties of Exgland, 
that thoſe Gentlemen who were com- 
miſſion'd to invite his Majeſty to the 
Throne of his Anceſtors, found him very 
buſy in a little Garden at Hanover in fow- 
ing of Turnips. Nay, fo infatuated in 
thoſe Days were ſeveral of the Preten- 
der's Friends, that they would often have 
given us ſhrewd Hints, that the . 
| | 5 0 
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of W ales had fo particular a Reſpe& for 25 


the Chevalier, that if ever he came to the 
Crown, he would moſt certainly make 
a Preſent of it to him. By theſe, and ſuch 
like ſenſeleſs Reports, the Affections of his 
Subjects were ſo long alienated from his late 
M ajeſty, that I can't help thinking, that the 
Abatement of thoſe Prejudices which ap- 
pear'd before his Death, was more owing - 
to Time than to all his gracious Conde- 
ſcenſions, his wiſe Choice of Miniſters, 

the continual Improvements made upon 
our Commerce, which made that moſt 
excellent Monarch ſo reverenced Abroad, 
and has ſince render'd us the Envy of all 
Europe. n e 


Since his preſent Majeſty's Acceſſion 
to the Throne, we have had the Plea- 
| ſure: of ſeeing all thoſe various Jealouſies 

| loft in one univerſal Emulation of Loy- 
alty, and nothing is now heard but the 
Acclamations of a willing People. Now 
the Muſes daily rival each others in ce- 
lebrating the illuſtrious Virtues of their 
Royal Miſtreſs, who is at once the Theme 

and Patron of their Song; Which uncom- 
mon Advantage Dr. Toung has ſhewa in 
_ theſe elegant Lines: 


When 


% 

32 

; 6.54.4 4 
. 


8 
\ 


CS 254 


* When in in Page, to balance numerous Faults, 
Or godlike Deed; were ſbemn, or generous Thoughts, 
She ſmil d, induſtrious to be Pleagd, nor knew 
From whom wy Pen the borrow'd Laſers drew, 


: 


Thus the Maj SY Mother * + Mankind 
To her own Charms moſt amiably blind,” 
On the green Margin innocently flood, - ; 
And gaz 4 indulgent on the cryſtal Hood; 
Sarvey'd the Stranger is the | painted Wave, | 
| 4nd, ſmiling Oy the Beauties which ſhe gave, 8 


3 even in a theſe * Day it —— 
be unreaſonable in our Miniſters of State 
to hope to be at Eaſe: For as long as 
there is any Gentleman in this Kingdom 
that prefers a good Dinner before * 
tion, or 0 the * has it) that 


— ALA reg 


Sa i Rong againſt empty Prajſez 
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In ſhort, as long as there are ſo many thou; 
ſand poor Stateſmen, who know them- 
ſelves to be more fit for the Adminiſtra- 
tion of Affairs than any of his Majeſty's 


Servants, but have the Misfortune not 


to be able to convince his Majeſty of it, 
ſo long muſt our Miniſters expect to have 
their Merits undergo a weekly Examina- 
tion, and become either the Contention 


or the Jeſt of every Coffee-houſe, 
6 725 | 


If the Compariſon. were not too ludi- 
crous, I ſhould think a Prime Miniſter 


is pretty much in the ſame Circumſtances 


with a Coachman, who is by his Situa- 
tion expos'd to the dirty Inſults of every 


petty Paſſenger, and liable to have all 
his Dexterity baffled by their Malice; 
and (which is ſtill more melancholy) fre- 


quently at the ſame Time ſuffers from 
the Spleen and Paſſion of his Maſter, 


who lolls behind at his Eaſe': For Princes 
at this Day, upon proper Occaſions, re- 
vive the * old Cuſtom of making their 
Servants fight their Battels in their Royal 


Robes, and by that Stratagem often 
ward off the Danger from their own Per- 


ſons. 


1 


e gce Shakeſpear's Hiſtory of King Henry the IV tn. 
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It is prettily obſerv*d, + that Followers 
at Court are like Followers on the Road, 
who firſt beſpatter thoſe that go before, 
and then tread on their Heels: If this 
Obſervation always hold good, we might 
long ago have ſuſpected the preſent Mi. 
niſtry to be in a very declining Condition. 
For I believe there was never yet ſeen 
in old England ſuch a Profuſion of Ca- 
lumny, ſuch Swarms of Political Lyes, as 
have been lately diſpers'd over the Na- 

tion. 3 | T 


Not to mention the continual Succeſ- 
ſion which we have had of ſolid Eſſays 
upon Government, Occaſſonal Writers, Cri- 
tiques upon the Times, £95. which have 
been daily dying off for theſe laſt two 
. Years, and are now all quite ſunk under 
their. own Weight; we need. only take a 
| ſhort View of thoſe tremendous Warri- 
_ ors, the Journaliſts, and we ſhall ſoon ſee 
What Havock has been made among Re- 
putations of all Sorts. 
And here I cannot forbear prefixing, 
for the Diverſion of the Reader, an ele- 


t Sars Miſcellanies, Vol. II. p. 3 


gant 


EN S 
gant Deſcription of this War from the 


fineſt Satiriſt that this or _ other Age 
has 1 | 


In more than C jvil War now Patriots form, | 
Nom Genius i bat cold, their Paſſh ion warm; | 
5 Nor pablick Good aloft, in Pomp, they wield, | 
And private Intereſt skulks behind the $ bield ; : 
Now M--t and Wilkins riſe in Weekly Might, i 
Male Pre ſſes groan, lead Senators to fight, 
| Exalt | our C Mee with L ampoons, and lee | 
- pamper'd Mob with Miniſters of State : 
Now Ate hot from Hell makes Heroes Print, 
Cries, Hawvock ! and lets looſe the Dogs of Tok; ; 
Nor Rank nor Sex eſcapes the general Fromn, _ 
8 But Ladies are ript up, and Cits knockd down. Sy 
T, mme Farce where even the Vittor bleeds, . 
And he deſerves our Pity that ſucceeds, | 


Univerſal ra. Sat. 6 
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The moſt diftinguiſh'd Combatants that 
now appear upon the Stage of Politicks, 
are Mr. Miſt, and Caleb D* Anvers, Eſquire. 
The Virtues of theſe two are ſo va- 
rious, that it would be the higheſt In- 
-juſtice to ſpeak of them only in general, 
therefore I will endeavour to point out 
the more peculiar Marks of both their 
Characters, 


* 
* 


Miſt has for many Years been diſtin- 
guifth'd from all other Patriots by an un- 
common Zeal for ſupporting the Intereſt 
of the Britiſh Nation, which he has often 
exerted even in Oppoſition to the Laws 
themſelves, For, alas! poor Man! fre- 
quently when he has bleſs'd himſelf with 
the Hopes of gaining the glorious Cha- 
radter of a publick Spirit among his Coun- 

trymen, and labour'd to redreſs the nu- 
merous Grievances which he alone had 
the Penetration to diſcover, his pious In- 

tentions have been moſt barbarouſly miſ- 


| - conſtrued through the Ignorance of our 


Legiſlature. Thus it is to this Day a 
Matter of Aftoniſhment to ſeveral thou- 
fand Well-wiſhers to their Country, that 
this great Oracle of Politicks ſhould re- 
ceive ſuch frequent Stops as it has from 
Eines, Impriſonments, Pillories, and ſeve- 
ral other Severities, which the Law uſed 
3 e formerly 


formerly to inflict upon none but the moſt - 
infamous Libellers. W 217 ble 


When our Party Difſentions were ſo far 
decay'd, that they ſcarce ſurvived even 
in Name, Miſt always ſhew'd an indefa- 
.tigable Zeal in reviving the old Diviſion 
into Whigs and Tories, and by. declaring 
_ - himſelf ro be of one Side, he has made 


one half of the Nation his hearty Friends | 
and Admirers. Thus at preſent we every t 
Day meet with many Well-wiſhers to 1 


their Country, who. having ſtring'd up a2 
Parcel of idle Stories againſt the Miniſtry, 
will, with a ſerious Face, run you over 
a long Catalogue of Grievances, which, 
if you examine more nearly, you will find 
to be entirely extracted out of Miff's Wag. 
geries, by which he meant no farther 


Harm than to make out his weekly 9 
Quantum. „ nn 9 
It were impoſſible: for this worthy. Pa- ; 


triot to preſerve, even by all the eloquent 
Diſcourſes prefix'd to his Paper, ſo uni- 
verſal an Intereſt as he has obtain'd in 
theſe Kingdoms, if he did not join to 
theſe another Excellency, which I think 
is peculiar to . himſelf; I mean, his face. 
tious Manner of commenting upon each 
Article of News. This ſagacious Gentle- 
man knows very well, that his elaborate 


RS «© of 
lays are far above the Underſtandings 
of half of his Admirers; therefore he al- 
ways takes care to gratify his inferior 
Body of Stateſmen, by intermixing ſeve- 
ral Remarks with his Relation of Ac- 
counts both Foreign and Domeſtick; by 
Which he affords us great Speculation. 
Thus we are often ſurpriz'd to find a 
common Accident, which in the Hands 
ol our other News-mongers is of no Uſe 
to the Nation, improved by him into 
ſome important Piece of Advice either 
to the King or People. I could not help 
ſmiling the other Day to ſee the follow- 
ing Article ſet off with ſuch a deep Re- 
flection: * © They write from Compeigne, 
„ that the young King is arriv'd there, 
t where he intends to ſojourn. for ſome 


* 


„„ Time during the Congreſs at Soiſſons, 


„% At his Entrance into the City, there 


4 was no Speech made to him, with 


<« which he ſeem'd well pleas'd.---- A 
&4 Circumſtance that perhaps may check 
_ © the Power of Flattery; and it is hoped, 
that ſome other Countries, that uſual - 

« ly take their Cuſtoms from France, and 


1 where that Diſeaſe is ſwell'd to a Tym- 


Taal 


c pany: which every now and then 
“ brea 


ks out into ſomething very nauſe- 
% ous, may be alſo cured by Example.” 
Lord! Lord! what a happy People would 
we be if this generous Patriot's Advice 
were but follow'd !-— But, alas! Princes 


and Courtiers are ftrange poſitive Crea- 


tures, and are hardly ever brought to 
believe that an honeſt Printer or Book- 
ſeller may not ſee as far into Affairs as 
themſelves, and inſtruc them in ſeveral 
Niceties of Government, which have 


_ eſcap'd their own Obſervation. Inftead 
of ingenuouſly owning the Errors of 


which he proves them guilty, they pleaſe 
themſelves with fond Railleries upon him, 
and have the Ignorance to ſay, that he 


- would more advance his own and the 


Nation's Intereſt, if, inſtead of regulating 


State Affairs, and redreſſing our publick 


Grievances, he would diligently apply 


himſelf to range the Letters in their pro- a 


per Orders, and correct the Errata of his 


own private Preſs. In ſhort, his Friends 
and Admirers ſee of late, with Tears, 
that the weekly Admonitions which he 
ſo generouſly beſtows upon the King, 


Lords, and Commons, are all entirely 
thrown away upon them; and that his 
Majeſty till continues to be ſo blindly 


_ . prejudiced in Favour of his Servants as 


to prefer them to thoſe that have the 


Honour 


1 


- 
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Honour of Mr. Miſt's more wiſe Recommen- 
dation; that he has ſtill the Misfortune to 

think thoſe who generouſly refign'd their 
Offices as ſoon as they ſaw themſelves ren- 
der d by the Diſſentions of Parties inca pa- 
ble of ſerving their Prince with Honour, 
more worthy of his Royal Favours, than 
ſuch as being juſtly diſcarded, had the 
Inſolence to appear in Arms before their 
lawful Sovereign. The Caſe ſtanding 
thus, I am afraid Mr. Miſt muſt be con- 
tented to wrap himſelf up in the Con- 
fciouſneſs of his own  unrewarded Virtue, 
or, (as he has been pleas'd moſt elegant» 
_ ly to expreſs himſelf about the laſt Par- 
- lament) to enjoy the noble Repaſt of a 
 fatisfied Mind, 33 


8 Caleb D* Anvers at his firſt Appearance 
in Publick made as vigorous an Attack 
upon a certain Great Man, as the moſt 
exquiſite Malice of a diſappointed Rival 
could | poſſibly inſpire. His | Lucubrati- 
ons were then publiſh'd in a larger Size, 
| but finding his Wit and Raillery pretty 
much exhauſted, (as indeed his Subject 
of Grievances grew very ſcanty) he has 
ſince very prudently contracted them, 
and luckily taken the only Method to 
make them immortal, vis. by ſupplying 
us with freſh ones every Week. Yet 
even in thoſe ſhort Compoſitions he ”_ | 


— 


Far 
moſt ſtrangely degenerated, and has not 
been able ſto produce any thing againſt 
his Antagoniſt, _ beſides a Parcel of anti- 
quated Grations, common Place Chara; 
cters of corrupt Miniſters who liv'd ſome 
thouſands of Years ago; all which, how- 
ever; contrary to one another, he has 


jumbled together, and promiſcuouſly ap- 


plied to one Perſon, This has prov'd 


of. bad Conſequence to his Cauſe; for 


Men now begin to diſcover the Deceit, 
and find that pay Character that was 
ever drawn of a bad VM 

plicable to him as thoſe of Caleb's; 


that by endeavouring to make him like 
every Monſter that came in his Way, 


he has at laſt prov'd him to be like none. 


But how. impotent ſoever this Malice is 


in the End, yet methinks, ſuch-an At- 


tempt as this to abuſe the Man in Groſs, 
and kill every Virtue one by one, has 
ſomething in it inconceivably barbarous* | 
Tis pretty much of the ſame Strain with 
a Brag which Hefor makes 


that 
to Achilles in Shakeſpear's Troilas and Creſ- 


1 —— Hemcrferth guard thee well, 


p 7 HW 


Fer Fil ros bil thee there, wor there, wor there; 
Bat PI kill thes every where, yea, er and o'er. 
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Neale, Like che den of 1h Sede, nt 
weekly h Two-penny- worth of Scan- 
dil, "ar have, the Fear of the pillory be- 
fte hs Eyes, deals very much in Alle- 
gory: This way of Writing is of ſingular 
ſe up pon two Accounts: Firſt, as it kee ces 
the Ather out of the Hands of a Meſſen- 
ger : Secondly, as it ſaves him the Trouble 
ef that ſtudy d Argumentation which is re- 
quiſite to ſupport a weak Cauſe, and : 
A moſt uſeful Veil over his Polgeſß: 
ſhort, whilſt he wraps himſelf up in * 
legories, he attacks the Miniſtry with the 
_ fame Security that old Homer's Heroes do 
one another, — thro? a. Cloud. But there 
is ſomethin og ſo cowardly and baſe in 
this way of engaging with an Adverſary, 
that one wou d ſcarce believe that any one, 
Who pretends to the Generoſity of [Temper 
that Mr. D Anders does, wou d ever make 
ule of it. But as our politi ical Controyer- 
ties, are managed at preſent, the, «Britiſh 
Miniſtry. may, juſtly. apply. that celebrated 
Wiſh of e to their own Condition ; TRE 


te nf periſh, we thy Will 7 oe, . 


Bat tet 4 e in /the Face vo 1921 
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For we may 1 that 3 108 


have the Liberty of a fair Tryal in open 


Day-Light, they have never fail'd to come 
off with ſingular Honour and App lauſe: 
About the opening of the laſt: Seſſion of 


Parliament we had a remarkable Inſtance 


of this Nature. The whole Company of 


Seriblers open d their Cry againſt; Secret Ser- 
vices, Bribery and Corruption, Embesælement 


of the Publick Treaſure, &c. ſo ſolemnly, that 


one wou'd have imagin'd they fk "been 


Preparing. the Way for nothing leſs than 


after a moſt Krick Examination into Affairs, 


the Miniſtry; had the Satisfaction of ſee- 


ing their Reputation confirm d, their Ho- 
neſty atteſted by publick Repreſentations 
and Acclamations | of a happy People, 
and their poor diſappointed Adverſaries 
left to employ themſelves in tranſcribing 
and tranſlating - old Speeches againſt cor- 
rupt Parliaments, and for another Summei 
to run their old Round 99 ne 
Phet Ella. —T DIWOHE 'Þ 
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State of our political Eſſayiſts at preſent 3 5 


But if there are yet any Perſons, who 
ſtill fancy that the many paſſionate Com- 
plaints which they make of © Grievances, 


yt certainly mean ſomething, I wou'd 


G 2 Tm 5 adviſe 
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publick Impeachment : Inſtead: of which, 
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adviſe ſuch to make a diligent Collecti- 
or of all the Grievances which are re- 
od in thoſe Papers, by which he will 
immediately diſcover the Deceit : He will 
then find, Thee all the Accuſations they haye 
rais'd df the Miniſtry's / truſting to one 
Expedient of Spendet vis. Money * 
only ſhew that their Ignorance of the 
Methods of governing Mankind, is ſo 
great, that they cannot even conceive 
the Meafures by which others perform 


that great Work: That the preſent Mi- 


niſtry 1 have gain'd ſuch an univerſal Ap- 
probation of Mankind, not by Bribery, 
R by preventing a whole Nat ation from 
being Bankrupt, by encouraging Trade, 
by reconciling of angry Men, and by 
pardoning ungrateful ee — Theſe 
are the true Arts of Government; all 
which our wiſe Journaliſts (to ſave 3 
ſelves the Trouble of plodding) wou'd 

contract into an did ee vis. Bri= z 


pery. 
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J. ſhou'd xi ako: my "Looms of Poli- 
ticks, but that there is a Set of more per- 
nicious Enemies to the © Miniſtry, which 
| 1 can't r 3 . en 1 
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don't remember to have ever Wen them 
taken Notice of before. I mean thoſe 
good. natur d Gentlemen who take upon 
them to defend and praiſe the Admini- 
ſtration, without any Conſideration of 
their own Abilities; imagining that the 
Goodneſs of the Cauſe is ſufficient Reaſon 
for their undertaking it. Thus our great- 
eſt Patriots frequently have the Mortifi« 
cation of ſeeing their nobleſt Actions 
mangled by the Hands of wretched Vo- 
luntiers, their Virtues faged out (as Shake- 
1 expreſſes it) by fulſome Raptures and 
Exclamations, and themſelves array'd in 
._ thoſe Robes which belong to Majefty 
* alone. This is of fi ingular Service to 
their Adverſaries upon two Accounts : 
Firſt, as it gives them an Occaſion of ac- 
cuſing them of aſſuming to themſelves 
the Merits and Honours of their Prince, 
and of gaping after nauſeous Flatteries ; 
Secondly, as they often take an Oppor- 
tunity of ridiculing the Miniſters them= 
ſelves, as the ſuppos'd A 0 _ 
mean Productions. 25 OED 


=_  - often choughit that the Author 
of the London Journal is a much more dan- 
gerous Enemy to the preſent Miniſtry; 
which he (good Man !) endeayours to 
defend, than any other of our publick 
| Wnters. His Encomiums upon them are 


generally 


exally. ſÞ upfortunately flat and dull, that 
one cant help ſuſpeſting that he is ſneer- 
ing at them ; So that if he has really an 
Alte con for their Setvice, I wou'd adviſe 
him by all means to endeavour to ſatirize 


5 


them 4 {.L that: is the r. wey he: is ca- 
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vice : of their * ymen. For I: believe 


try lch a Number + "idle Ted, 


it as are at Ll FI Day to be ſeen i in Great. Bris 
tain. What EE the Condition of thoſe 
Gentlemen -more melancholy, is, that when 
they are even at the weakeſt, they are poſ- 
ſeſs d with ſuch an \unhappy Delirium as 
_ renders them entirely ignorant of their Mis- 
 fortunesz ſo that prequpaty when they 
look as | frightful as they cannot 
be Wich- held, by CY Intreaties: of, their 
Friends, from walking abroad, to the great 
Diſturbance of ſeveral of his Maj Vs good 
Subjects. Having often regarded the mi- 


ſerable Condition of thoſe Gentlemen, with of | 


an Eye of Compaſſion, I cannot help dra w- 
- Ing here a ſhort Scheme of an Hoſgital for 


their Service, and recommending them to 


the Conſideration of the next Alderman 
that wants to compound for his Sins: 


And tbo this 15 but an imperfect Hint of 


flach a Thing, yet however, I cannot hut hope 


that my attempting of it may be an En- 
couragement for ſome able Pen to 3 it 


better 8 8 | 
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t is propoſed, TY 


after the ſame Form with that of Bedlam, 
upon the moſt Romantick Situation; that can 5 
be found near London. „ 


That the Apanaichts/ be mk 8 
larger than they generally are in Buildings 
of this Nature, and that inſtead of the com- 


2 mon Furniture of Rooms, the Invalidt be 


md with the ſeveral different Pro- 


v hn: Thing 2 chem ie 
: inguiſh'd by ſome Romantick Poetical 
Name; for Inſtance, let their Beer be pre- 
ſented to them as Nectar; and ſeeing very _ 
few of them (notwithſtanding all their 
boaſted Favours) can be ſuppoſed to have 
had ſo intimate an Acquaintance with the 
Muſes as to remember them in their | Sick= 
neſs, let thoſe venerable Old Women N | 
are appointed to nurſe. them, wait 9 5 
them under that beloved T itle : And we 
doubt not but this will prove a NO; | 
Comfort to their 9 Age. Pf 


. Having as b the alk —__ 
Directions for the Regulation of this ve- 
nerable Society, I come now to ſhew the 

% ” Symptoms 


That 4 oa cious Building wa 3 bn: | 


TSY 


8 ymptoms by which we are to diſcover, 
when Authors ought to be receiv'd into 
the Hoſpital, and what Methods are to be 
uſed for their Cure. For, as I ſaid be- 
fore, che are generally fo entirely igno- 

rant of their own Condition, and their 
Friends are generally fo partial towards 
them, that no Inſtructions of that Nature 


ean r poſſibly be too > am 


BOY Decay bf Senſes in an Author is dil. 
ved either by his Behaviour coves 
* 45 © or r his Fellow-Writers. #- | 


F iſt, © as to himſelf, we may db n 
N like other lunutl& Perſons, frequently -4 
attempts to commit that moſt /exeerable 
Sin of Self- Murder. Thus we Te him 


one Week inflaming the Town with ſome 


furious Party Pamphlets, and the very 
next as zealoufly anſwering them. Such a one 


ſeems to retain the Virtne which the cele- 


brated AHntæus formerly poſſeſs d, and reco- 
vers Strength from a Fall. However deſpe- 
rate the Caſe of thoſe Gentlemen may ſeem - 
to ſome, yet I can't help thinking, that 
upon removing them from their reſpective 
Garrets into our Hoſpital, and there allow- 
ing them an eaſy Sub/z/tence, they may, with- 
out any other Severities, he perfectly reco- 
as eb of nu wunde Intentions. 7 211015 
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4 nas 


of: *. nabe 18 likewiſe a 


be SES 
cover'd by his Behaviour towards his Fellow 


_ perceives himſelf to be upon the Decline, 
he endeavours, by all the little impotent 
Arts that he is Maſter of, to make his Fall 
undiſtinguiſ d, by levelling all others with * 


Py % 


_ mething like that with which Perſons 
2 with the Plague are poſſeſs d; 
wgre ſaid to receive a particular Sa- 
en from ſpreading the Contagion 
qhe reſt of their F _—_— * 


This 1 alt is F one of the molt | 
5 f \ dangen N 8 Symptoms in the World, and 
al be our'd by any other Way, 


Patient r inp his "moſt extravagant Phren- 
* aſter he is admitted into the 

auſt Hot deny him the Uſe of 

| wag Ink, 1 Paper, but ſuffer him to 


25 make what Ejetments he pleaſes of his 


puurulemt Metre, and let him enjoy the Be- 
lief of its being publiſh'd to the World. 


1 ſhou'd here bid my N Farewell 
bin that I cannot conclude without con- 
gratulating Him, and all the reſt of my 
Fellow - Writers, upon a late Accident 
which will — contribute much to- 

| wards 


1 0 * ; 


Waiters. Thus we Tee that whenever he : 


. | ; 


kifelf; which Malignity of Temper is 
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and Flap ineſs of their 
found tom the 
Libets which Mz Pope 
for theſe Six Months 


5308 3 Therefore ſeeing hates 
Poor unfortunate Gentleman 
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